
After months of collabora-
tion with a student group, the 
Wharton School has released 
a revised version of its Action 
Plan for Faculty Diversity and 
Excellence that addresses the 
concerns of the LGBT com-
munity.

The Diversity Action Plan 
now explicitly mentions new 

efforts to build and support 
an inclusive community by 
engaging with on-campus 
groups such as the LGBT Cen-
ter and the Wharton Alliance, 
as well as religious student 
groups and other groups. This 
will increase opportunities to 
reach a diverse audience.

“The plan is divided into 
three parts: pipeline, recruit-
ment and retention. You build 
your base, you recruit them 
and then keep them, so I tried 
to build something into each 
of these sections,” Anita Hen-
derson, senior director to 

On New Year’s Eve a month 
ago, 23-year-old Stephen 
Johnson, a Temple Univer-
sity senior, went to a party 
with several of his friends in 
North Philadelphia. Around 
3:30 a.m., Johnson became 
involved in an argument with 
a man he didn’t know. As the 

argument escalated, the other 
man pulled out a gun and shot 
Johnson in the chest. Johnson 
was dead minutes later.

He was the third murder 
victim of 2013 in Philadel-
phia.

Philadelphia’s crime sta-
tistics are sobering: over the 
past decade, there have been 
3,448 murders in the city. For 
several years, Philadelphia 
has had the highest homicide 
rate of any of the 10 largest cit-
ies in the United States.

“We have a high concentra-
tion of persistent poverty, we 
have a long history of hyper 

levels of violence and gun-
carrying … which is particu-
larly pernicious,” Criminology 
Department Chair John Mac-
Donald said. He called Phil-
adelphia “emblematic” of 
high-violence urban areas.

Illegal gun distribution
While overall violent crime 

in Philadelphia decreased 
from 2011 to 2012, the num-
ber of killings went up for the 
third straight year. Many ex-
perts agree that the steady 
stream of illegal guns enables 
the violence.

“The most serious problem 

facing the City of Philadelphia 
is the proliferation and avail-
ability of these illegal weap-
ons,” Mayor Michael Nutter, 
a 1979 Wharton graduate, said 
in a statement earlier this 
month. His priorities in terms 
of law enforcement going for-
ward, he added, will continue 
to be cracking down on illegal 
possession of guns.

However, stopping the 
proliferation of illegal weap-
ons may be easier said than 
done.

“There’s a very highly de-

Pennsylvania’s liquor industry may not be 
controlled by the state for much longer.

Within the next few days, Gov. Tom Corbett 
is expected to roll out an aggressive new plan 
to privatize Pennsylvania’s state-run wine and 
spirits stores.

Although administration officials have re-
mained tight-lipped on the specifics of the plan, 
Corbett spokesperson Eric Shirk said that the 
governor believes privatization would produce 
“major economic advantages” for both consum-
ers and the state.

“There’s a philosophical belief that the state 
shouldn’t be in the liquor business,” Shirk said. 
“A private system works in 48 other states, and 
there’s no reason that it can’t work in Pennsyl-
vania.”

Supporters of liquor privatization also see 
added convenience for consumers as an advan-
tage of bringing the system out of state hands.

Charlie Gerow, a spokesperson for the newly 
formed grassroots Coalition to End the Liquor 
Monopoly, believes privatizing the industry 
would make it easier for new liquor stores to 
open across the state — especially in urban 
areas like West Philadelphia.

Since the liquor store at 41st and Market 
streets closed in January 2012, Penn students 
have had to venture to Center City or farther 

Huntsman Hall was anything 
but “desserted” Saturday af-
ternoon for Penn Gastronomy 
Club’s third annual dessert bak-
ing competition.

The Penn Gastronomy Club 
teamed up with Sugar Philly — a 
food truck near the corner of 38th 
and Walnut streets which serves 
high-end baked goods — to orga-
nize the competition.

PGC, as Engineering and 
Wharton junior and club presi-
dent Nicole Woon said, aims to 
“bring Penn students food ex-
periences that they wouldn’t get 
otherwise.”

She added, “This includes any-

thing from discounted dinners to 
cooking lessons to competitions, 
like this one.”

In total there were 10 teams 
competing, with entries ranging 
from pomegranate s’mores to 
pop-tarts on a stick to marshmal-
low fudge cheesecake brownies. 
Sugar Philly judges and hungry 
Penn students alike swarmed 
the tables to pick off the desserts, 
which were all gone in a matter 
of minutes.

Some contestants were a part 
of PGC, but others were just in-
terested in showing off their bak-
ing prowess.

“I heard about the competition 
and was happy that I actually had 
something to bake for,” said Col-
lege and Wharton freshman Me-
gan Smith, who is not a member 
of PGC. “Today I made a triple 
peanut butter chocolate tart, 
which I’ve never made before.”

Corbett to 
privatize 
liquor

What retail options would you like 
to see at the old Philly Diner?
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Sugar, spice and everything iced

Aaron Campbell/Staff Photographer

College and Wharton freshman Megan Smith serves her peanut 
butter chocolate tart at the Sugar Philly Dessert Competition.

Privatization may make it easier for 
stores to open up in urban areas
BY SETH ZWEIFLER
Staff Writer

Philadelphia responds to high level of gun violence
Despite Phila. 
crime rate, only one 
homicide on campus 
in past two years
BY WILL MARBLE
Associate News Editor

Wharton adds 
LGBT to Diversity 
Action plan
The school worked 
with the Wharton 
Alliance to revise the 
original document
BY ALYSSA BERLIN
Staff Writer
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College junior and 34th Street Lowbrow editor Zach Tomasovic joins fellow Mask & Wig members Friday night in the 125th anniversary performance of “Beautopia: 
A Face Odyssey.” The show will continue to play at their clubhouse through early April. See our complete coverage of the show and the club’s history on page five.

dOnning a ‘maSk & wig’ FOR 125 yEaRS

Penn Gastronomy 
Club teamed up with 
Sugar Philly food truck 
for baking competition
BY ERIC KAPLAN
Contributing Writer
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into West Philadelphia to 
buy alcohol.

“A campus like Penn’s is a 
good example of the added 
convenience of privatiza-
tion,” Gerow said. “Today, 
if you want to buy three six-
packs and a bottle of wine, 
you wouldn’t be able to do 
that in one place in Penn-
sylvania. We’re trying to 
change that.”

While Gerow called the 
state-run liquor industry 
“archaic and byzantine,” 
this does not mark the first 
time that a governor or leg-
islator has pushed for priva-

tization.
Former Republican Gov. 

Tom Ridge, who served in 
the 1990s, was the last Penn-
sylvania chief executive who 
tried — and failed — to pass 
a privatization bill.

More recently, House Ma-
jority Leader Mike Turzai 
(R-Allegheny) has led ef-
forts to privatize the indus-
try. He decided in June 2012 
to squash a privatization bill, 
after it became apparent that 
the measure did not have 
enough House support.

“Many have tried and 
failed at privatization,” said 
Wendell Young, president of 
the United Food and Com-
mercial Workers Local 1776, 
which represents about 
3,000 state store employees. 
“There’s been this percep-
tion that today’s system is 
inefficient, that it isn’t prof-
itable, but whenever the 

legislature starts holding 
hearings and facts start 
getting introduced, those 
things aren’t true about the 
system.”

This time around, though, 
some believe that Corbett’s 
privatization efforts have 
more momentum than in 
the past.

“There’s broad-based 
bipartisan support for the 
measure,” said Jay Ostrich, 
director of public affairs for 
the Commonwealth Foun-
dation, a free-market think 
tank based in Harrisburg. 
“People want government 
out of the liquor business, 
because it’s a lose business. 
It’s a loss of economic free-
dom, it’s a loss of personal 
freedom.”

There may, however, be 
persuasive public health 
arguments in support of 
keeping the state’s liquor 

industr y in its cur rent 
form.

Nursing professor Karen 
Glanz, who heads Penn’s 
Center for Health Behav-
ior Research, said there 
has been strong evidence 
that privatization can lead 
to increased alcohol con-
sumption and more alcohol-
related harm.

“That could certainly be 
something that could be ex-
pected in the event of privati-
zation in Pennsylvania,” said 
Glanz, who also serves on 
the Community Preventive 
Services Task Force, which 
has conducted research on 
the issue.

Opponents of liquor priva-
tization have used these 
public health concerns to 
bolster their claims that the 
industry should remain in 
state hands.

“From our point of view, 

particularly at a time when 
the state has a real chal-
lenge with raising sufficient 
revenues, pr ivat izat ion 
shouldn’t be high on our pri-
ority list,” said Stephen Her-
zenberg, executive director 
of the Keystone Research 
Center, another Harrisburg 
think tank.

Moving forward, though, 
public opinion may not be 
on the side of those against 
privatization.

According to a Philadel-
phia Inquirer poll released 
in November, Pennsylvania 
voters favor privatization of 
the state’s liquor and wine 
sales by a ratio of nearly 2-1.

“We have the most con-
voluted and complex way 
of dealing with liquor sales 
in this state,” Gerow said. 
“Many Pennsylvanians real-
ize that, and we’re going to 
make our voices heard.”

Some say 
push has 
momentum
LIQUOR from page 1

VIEWING THE JERSEY 
SHORE EFFECT
Examine representations of 
ethnicity on reality TV with 
the Race Dialogue Project.
GrEENFiELD CENTEr
6:30 P.M. TOMOrrOW

PENN IN MEDICAL 
MISSIONS GBM
Come learn more about 
PIMM’s initiatives and events 
for this semester.
huNTSMAN hALL F92
7:30 P.M. TOMOrrOW

VDAY PRESENTS: 
MOREGASM
Explore the anatomy of 
pleasure with famous New 
York sex toy shop Babeland.
hEYEr SkY LOuNGE
7 P.M. WEDNESDAY

FAWN GERMER ON 
STARTING CAREERS
Learn the formula to success 
from the bestselling author 
with Women in Leadership.
huNTSMAN hALL G65
6 P.M. TODAY

EURO CRISIS WITH 
THOMAS SARGENT
Hear the Nobel Prize winner 
tackle the financial issues 
facing Europe.
COLLEGE hALL 200
4:30 P.M. TODAY

EvEntS
Browse more 

upcoming events and 
submit your own at 
theDP.com/events.

thedp.com/events

OnlinE 
EXCluSivES

It’s new.

/news

THE RED AND WHITE BALL 
FOR CHARITY
Watch the Minorities in Nursing 
Organization and Penn Consortium 
of Undergraduate Women’s ball 
this weekend

/multimedia

40 YEARS OF FLING 
COMING APRIL 2013
Missed the announcement over 
the weekend? Read what SPEC 
decided for this year’s Spring Fling 
theme.

the deputy dean of Wharton, 
said.

When Wharton released 
its first version of the Faculty 
Diversity Action Plan in May 
2012, the LGBT community 
was unhappy with the fact that 
gender identity and sexual 
orientation were not included 
in their definition of diver-

sity. Lambda then contacted 
Wolf and Wharton junior and 
President Eddy Bueser of 
the Wharton Alliance, a pre-
professional organization for 
LGBT students, to go into 
Wharton and talk about their 
specific concerns.

“We were looking to have 
sexual orientation mentioned a 
few more times and then … we 
wanted to have gender identity 
added as a form of diversity,” 
Frank Wolf, vice president of 
Operations for the Wharton 
Alliance and Wharton and Col-
lege sophomore said. “We just 
wanted to make sure that, that 
language was explicitly in the 
document.”

After the University re-
leased its own overarching 
Faculty Diversity Action Plan 
in June 2011, each school with-
in the university was required 
to create their own versions 
by May 2012. However, when 
the Lambda Alliance and the 
LGBT working group saw 
the individual school plans, 
they felt that there were a few 
areas lacking in the docu-
ments.

After working together with 
Henderson, the Wharton Al-
liance was able to make the 
changes it wanted included in 
the document, as well as a few 
more that they did not expect.

According to Wolf, their 

initial baseline goals were 
for more frequent mention of 
sexual orientation and also 
the explicit mention of gender 
identity throughout the docu-
ment. “When I read over the 
document, I was really pleased 
to find a few other things in-
cluded,” Wolf said.

The document also now 
mentions Penn’s commitment 
to individuals of different types 
of marriages, and specifically 
mentions same-sex partners.

“For us, it was an unprec-
edented type of initiative that 
we’ve taken on,” Bueser said. 
“Historically we’ve never re-
ally talked to the administra-
tion directly about their plans, 

and this is the first time that 
we as an organization have 
bridged the gap with the ad-
ministration and the LGBT 
community.” 

Chair of Lambda and Col-
lege sophomore Dawn Andro-
phy is happy about the work 
that’s been accomplished. “I 
think this is really exciting,” 
she said. “It’s making Whar-
ton a role model for the other 
schools to follow suit.”

Though the changes have 
already been made, Hender-
son still sees it as a work in 
progress.

“These really are working 
documents, so I am hoping 
this is just the start” she said.

First time 
collaboration 
with admin.
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Navigating the Startup Career

Tuesday, January 29, 5:00 - 6:30 PM
Claudia Cohen Hall, Terrace Room

Don’t miss this dynamic panel of founders and VC’s and get their 
advice on how to succeed in the startup ecosystem. Bring your questions. 

Refreshments will be served.

Speakers:

Joe Cohen, (Wh Undergrad), CEO and Co-Founder, Lore(formerly Coursekit)

Shafqat Islam (Col/Eng ’03), CEO and Co-Founder NewCred

Phin Barnes, Partner (WhG ’09), First Round Capital 

Moderator: 

Ben Siscovick (Col ’04), General Partner, IA Ventures



Penn’s Division of Facili-
ties and Real Estate Servic-
es is creating a new master 
retail plan for the first time 
in over 10 years, and they are 
calling on the Penn commu-
nity for assistance.

Through a series of online 
surveys and focus groups 
that will be open to Penn 
students, faculty, staff and 

neighbors, FRES hopes to 
gather information about the 
community that will help in-
form the future retail land-
scape of Penn’s campus.

FRES last put out a master 
retail plan in 2001.

“This initiative is basically 
a refresh,” Executive Direc-
tor of Real Estate at FRES 
Ed Datz said. “It’s updating 
the 2001 master plan.”

Penn will be working with 
their brokerage f irm, the 
Michael Salove Company, as 
well as the real estate firm 
Streetsense in order to ex-
tract as much information as 
possible from the Penn com-
munity.

“[These companies] have 
started fact-gathering, look-
ing at the market place and 
surrounding area, [as well 
as] trends and offerings,” 
Datz said.

This data will then be used 
in conjunction with the infor-
mation that FRES collects 
from different constituencies 
on campus.

While FRES has conducted 
focus groups to gather infor-
mation in the past, the online 
survey is a method they have 
not used before.

“We will reach out pretty 
far to get feedback,” Datz 
said. “We are using the on-
line survey to [reach] every-

body affiliated with Penn.”
FRES will be advertis-

ing the survey and the fo-
cus groups through various 
means, such as newsletters 
of the different schools on 
campus.

Both the online survey 
and the focus groups will 
ask students combinations 
of questions associated with 
their buying patterns. Rep-
resentatives from FRES, the 
Michael Salove Company and 
Streetsense will lead the fo-
cus groups. Their goal is to 
find out information about 
who frequents what types 
of operations and where and 
how often people spend their 

money.
The information will then 

be used to formulate a long-
term retail strategy.

 “We will look at this entire 
exercise to inform the direc-
tion of the next 10-15 years,” 
Datz said.

He hopes that the Penn 
community will be respon-
sive to the survey and will 
part icipate in the focus 
groups. 

“I def initely think it ’s 
good that [FRES] is includ-
ing students so we can give 
feedback on what we want to 
see,” said Wharton junior Ol-
ivia Olt. “I’d love to see more 
fashion retail so you don’t 

have to go to Rittenhouse if 
you want to shop.”

Wharton sophomore Na-
thalie Herman added, “I 
think that we need better 
food options … more chain 
restaurants that encompass 
different types of food all in 
one.”

While students may have 
strong opinions about what 
they want to see on campus, 
they will ultimately have to 
participate in the surveys 
and focus groups to get their 
voices heard.

“Our hope is that we can 
get a good turnout,” Datz 
said. “We love to hear what 
students have to say.”

FRES uses community feedback for retail plan
FRES to update 
“master plan” for first 
time since 2001, will 
utilize surveys, groups
BY SAMANTHA SHARON
Staff Writer

veloped, highly efficient dis-
tribution system,” said Bryan 
Miller, the executive director 
of Heeding God’s Call, a faith-
based group that pressures 
gun shop owners not to sell to 
criminals.

Much of the illegal gun 
trade goes through so-called 
“straw purchasers” — people 
who buy guns legally and re-
sell them to people who cannot 
pass background checks.

According to Philadelphia 
Police Department statistics, 
over 80 percent of 2011 mur-
ders were committed with a 
gun, and nearly 60 percent 
were committed by people 
who had previous arrests for 
violent crimes, and thus would 
not be able to pass a back-
ground check.

Under Pennsylvania law, 
any local restrictions on gun 
sales can be preempted by 
the state — which allowed the 
Commonwealth Court in 2009 
to strike down a Philadelphia 
statute limiting buyers to one 
gun purchase per 30 days.

State laws do not require 
a license to buy guns, nor is 
there a registration process 
for weapons. Owners are also 
not required to report a lost or 
stolen weapon — which allows 
straw purchasers to claim 
their weapons were stolen if 
they are used in a crime.

“Basically what you get is 
below market rate for guns 
in Philly,” said anthropology 
professor Philippe Bourgois 
— who lives and does field 
work in an especially violent 
neighborhood of North Phila-
delphia.

He also attributed part of 
the problem of gun violence to 
drug trade.

“The biggest problem is 
pretty straightfor wardly 
structural,” he said. “There 
are simply too many cheap 
and easily available guns, 
too big a drug market and too 
much poverty.”

MacDonald said the eco-
nomics of gun trade make it fa-
vorable for criminals to carry 
guns. The penalty for illegally 
possessing a gun is usually 
just probation, he said.

“The cost of carrying guns 
for people who live at risk of 
violence is pretty low,” he 
added.

Inside the Penn bubble
Despite the rate of violent 

crime overall in Philadel-
phia, Penn has been mostly 
spared.

Over the past two years, 
there has been one homicide 
in the Penn Police Patrol Zone 
— which stretches from 30th 
to 43rd streets and from Balti-
more Avenue to Market Street 
— according to the Division of 
Public Safety.

Although there were a to-
tal of over a dozen robberies 
and aggravated assaults with 
a gun in the Penn Patrol Zone 
in 2012, Vice President for 
Public Safety Maureen Rush 
said the number of gun crimes 
around Penn is significantly 
lower than in other parts of 
West Philadelphia.

She added Penn Police take 
a comprehensive strategy — 
which includes staying in close 
contact with local and federal 
law enforcement agencies — 

to prevent violence.
Oftentimes, Rush said, a fo-

cus on suspicious behavior can 
prevent more serious crimes.

“Nine times out of 10, these 
are not first time offenders,” 
she said of people who commit 
lower-level crimes.

Stopping people who are ex-
hibiting suspicious behaviors 
allows cops to look into their 
backgrounds and see if they 
are carrying illegal weapons.

On campus, students, fac-
ulty, staff and visitors — in-
cluding anyone on private 
walkways or in campus build-
ings — are prohibited from 
possessing guns. Rush said 
the policy is effective in en-
suring people affiliated with 
the University do not possess 
firearms.

However, she added that it 
is difficult to enforce the no-
guns policy for people who 
walk onto campus but are not 
affiliated with Penn.

“The University rule does 
pertain to our private walk-
ways, but it’s going to be very 
difficult to know [if someone 
has a gun] unless we have 
metal detectors as you walk 
in off the streets,” she said.

However, Rush emphasized 
that DPS’ presence creates a 
low-risk situation.

“Our show of uniforms 
[makes] the people who are 
doing illegal things [realize] 
this is not a good place to be 
doing them,” she said.

‘The worst of the worst’
Despite calls for gun control 

measures proposed after the 
massacre at Sandy Hook El-
ementary School in Connecti-
cut, proposals could have little 
effect on violence in Philadel-
phia.

“ The assault  weapons 
ban would have no effect on 
homicide patterns in Phila-
delphia,” MacDonald said. 
“Overall , homicides with 
guns occur because of small 
handguns.”

Police statistics back his 
claim: from 2007-2011, over 98 
percent of murders commit-
ted with guns in Philadelphia 
involved handguns.

In response, the city is beef-
ing up law enforcement. Last 
winter, it unveiled a new pro-
gram called GunStat, which 
uses crime statistics to target 
the highest-crime areas.

“A small portion of criminals 
in Philadelphia are responsible 
for much of the gun crimes,” 
Lieutenant John Stanford, a 
spokesperson for PPD, said. 
GunStat has targeted two es-
pecially dangerous areas in 
North Philadelphia, where po-
lice focus on “the worst of the 
worst,” Stanford said.

In 2012, these “hotspot” ar-
eas saw a 55 percent reduction 
in the number of shooting vic-
tims, he added, and police data 
shows that over 2,200 arrests 
were made in the hotspots in 
2012.

Stanford said that when po-
lice spend more time on the 
ground, it is easier to “know 
who the people are [who] are 
committing these crimes.”

While Stanford said the 
community response has been 
positive, Bourgois, the anthro-
pology professor, disagreed.

“[Routine stops] heighten 
distrust between the most 
vulnerable sectors of the com-
munity … and the police,” he 
said.

He added that although the 
increased police presence has 
made people carry guns less 
frequently, it created a new 
“ritual” in which people in an 
argument would storm off to 

get their gun.
At the state level, Rep. 

Todd Stephens (R-Montgom-
eryville) has introduced leg-
islation requiring a mandatory 
minimum sentencing for ille-
gal possessors of firearms. He 
said harsher penalties would 
create more cooperation 
amongst criminals in giving 
up information about purchas-
ing supply systems.

“You need to have a big 
hammer over someone’s head 
before they’re willing to coop-
erate,” he said.

The bill passed in the Penn-
sylvania House of Represen-
tatives last year, but failed to 
pass the Senate before the 
session ended. Stephens — 
a former prosecutor of gun 
crimes — said he plans to re-
introduce the bill.

“We can’t lose sight of the 
fact that there are an awful lot 
of people in Philadelphia on a 
street corner with a gun who 
are killing people,” he said.

The community re-
sponds

While legislative action has 
been difficult, grassroots ac-
tivism to reduce gun violence 
hasn’t.

“We believe in good and evil 
in the faith community, so we 
name gun violence what it is,” 
Miller, of Heeding God’s Call, 
said.

The group, founded in 2009, 
leads demonstrations in front 
of gun shops that it says are 
large suppliers of weapons 
used in crimes. It attempts 
to persuade the owners to 
change their practices by ap-
pealing to their moral sense.

The group claims a part in 
the closure of Colosimo’s — a 
gun shop in the Spring Gar-
den section of Philadelphia 
— which was the source of a 
significant portion of illegal 
guns recovered every year. 
Eventually, Colosimo’s lost its 
license because of violations of 
federal firearms laws.

“I feel confident that we 
saved some lives,” Miller 
said.

Jim MacMillan, editor of 
the GunCrisis Reporting 
Project, has taken a different 
approach.

GunCrisis is an “open 
source journalism” project 
that documents gun violence 
in Philadelphia. It aims to “fill 
the gaps in reporting” on gun 
violence and advocate for solu-
tions.

MacMillan is particularly 
interested in public health 
approaches to curbing gun 
violence, which looks at gun 

violence as a “disease,” he 
said.

The strategy involves look-
ing at the factors that con-
tribute to gun violence and 
attempting to address them 
holistically, he added.

GunCrisis has become a 
community-based tool for dis-
seminating information about 
violence in Philadelphia. How-
ever, MacMillan added that 
“we’re not going to celebrate 
until we see less killing.”

***
While Penn students are 

mostly sheltered from vio-

lence, a large portion of the 
city they live in is not. While 
last month’s mass shooting 
has spurred dialogue, Ther-
ese Richmond, the research 
director at the Firearm and 
Injury Center at Penn, said ev-
eryday murders should create 
a dialogue as well.

“We’re killing our youth and 
young adults in Philadelphia, 
one a day,” she said. “Some-
how we seem to find that not 
as horrific, but it’s equally hor-
rific. I encourage us to have 
the same reactions to what 
happens in Philadelphia every 
single day.”

Majority of 
homicides by 
handguns
GUNS from page 1
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EMERSON FELLOWS OF 
THE NETTER CENTER

 The Netter Center for Community Partnerships is pleased to announce the 
Emerson Fellows of the Netter Center for graduating seniors.

The program will offer two graduating Penn seniors (Dec. 2012 or May 2013) a unique opportunity 
to engage meaningfully in practice and policy and to disseminate their work to a national audience 
through a one-year appointment (potentially renewable for a second year) starting in June 2013. 
One Fellow will be based at the Netter Center and work to advance university-assisted community 
schools in West Philadelphia. A second Fellow will be based in Washington, DC at the Coalition 
for Community Schools.  As young scholars, Emerson Fellows will begin to contribute to the field 
through research, publications, and presentations at national conferences.

Favorable consideration will be given to candidates that have:
 Outstanding academic credentials• 
 Demonstrated leadership in and commitment to university-assisted community schools• 
 High performance in academically based community service courses • 
 Leadership roles in student programs that support university-assisted community          • 
 schools (e.g., Community School Student Partnerships)
 Participation in an academic year and/or summer internship with the Netter Center• 

 
Applicants must submit a hard-copy application portfolio to the Netter Center AND apply online at 
Jobs@Penn (http://www.hr.upenn.edu/jobs/) under ORG 00155. Please read through the directions 
thoroughly.

 Applications Due: February 22nd 2013
For more info on how to apply, go to www.nettercenter.upenn.edu  and click on “Programs: Emerson Fellows.”

 
An information session will be held at the Netter Center Monday, January 28 at 7pm.



I 
will never forget my 
first experience on the  
SEPTA train system.

While rolling from 
Trenton to 30th Street 

Station, I met a sophomore 
from another university who 
scarred me for life.

She told me with arrogant 
confidence that she was going 
to Philly to spend time with 
a boyfriend that her parents 
didn’t know existed.

She detailed with pride how 
she had “struggled to blow off” 
her “control freak parents” 
with a crafty yet barely credi-
ble lie about her whereabouts.

She bragged about how her 
parents thought that she was 
a computer science major, al-
though she was actually taking 
different classes on the down 
low.

“I wonder if you could double 
major in skillful deceit opera-
tions?” I asked sardonically. 
“How many credits would you 
need to graduate with hon-

ors?”
Consumed in recounting her 

escapade of deception, my fel-
low passenger failed to hear 
the disapproval dripping from 
my voice.

I pitied her parents. They 
were paying her tuition fees, 
oblivious to the fact that their 
daughter was living a lie.

And how could they know the 
truth? She hadn’t authorized 
her parents to see her classes 
or her grades.

I felt like the only college 
student who called her par-
ents about everything — from 
classes and GBMs to the first 
snow on Locust Walk. Often, 
my mom struggles to stay 
awake on the other end of the 
line, listening to painfully ac-
curate and heavily detailed ac-
counts of my dull routine.

Sadly, lying to parents seems 
common in college student 
culture. A study done in 1997 
by Louisiana State University 
found that college students lied 

to their mothers about once in 
every two conversations — fib-
bing about studying, textbook 
prices and dating.

A 2010 article written by 
psychotherapist Diane Barth 
confirmed similar findings. A 
patient’s parents complained 
that “[their son] lied … about 
everything.” The university 
neglected to inform them of his 
failure to attend class, about 
his probation and resulting 
suspension.

Our 18 -year-old cutof f 
brands incoming college stu-
dents as free from parental 
advice. We scorn “helicopter 
parents” and encourage stu-
dents to embrace indepen-
dence.

Yet, in 2007, George D. Kuh, 
an Indiana University profes-
sor, came to an interesting 
conclusion: students whose 
parents were more involved 
were more successful in their 
first years of college than their 
more “liberated” peers.

After witnessing the claims 
of these articles reflected in 
the life of my SEPTA seatmate, 
I examined Penn’s own privacy 
policy, which treats students 
as “adults.” The policy doesn’t 
help the situation.

“The University philosophy 
[is] that students should be 
treated as adults … [and it] 
will not share personally iden-
tifiable information … from a 
student’s education[al] records 
with third parties, including 
parents or guardians, without 
student consent, except in lim-
ited circumstances.”

I find the word “adult” prob-
lematic.

According to psychologists, 
many of us are only emerging 
adults, trapped between ado-
lescence and adulthood. Most 
of us don’t live at home, but are 
still financially and emotion-
ally depend on parents and 
guardians.

The policy requires me to 
authorize my parents to view 

my grades, health records and 
bills.

What if I didn’t? If I were sick 
or failing, my parents could 
remain in the dark. It’s idiotic 
and Barth agrees.

“While it is extremely im-
portant to protect a young per-
son’s privacy, “ Barth says. “It 
also seems … [contradictory] 
to keep grades hidden from 
parents who might profitably 
use the information to [as-
sess] their child’s functioning 
at school.”

Contrary to what the Uni-
versity believes, parents are 
not a  “third party.” As a fresh-
man still adjusting to Penn, my 
parents are my constant: the 
second party listening to my 
frustrated rants and amusing 
stories.

My parents and I are togeth-
er involved in this new situa-
tion that I call college, and as 
President Gutmann empha-
sized during family weekend 
and NSO, they are part of the 

Penn family.
We need to keep our parents 

involved and informed. The 
privacy policy works if there 
are open lines of communica-
tion but these lines are some-
times closed, or tell only half 
the story. Our parents pay the 
bills, so they should know what 
they’re getting — what you’re 
getting.

An amended privacy policy 
with fewer barriers should re-
flect that.
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every monday.

THROUGH MY EYES | Universities have crossed the line in their pursuit of privacy for their students

H
ow long can you 
go without talk-
ing or checking 
your phone?

Last year, as 
part of the religious studies 
class “Living Deliberately,” 
I had to spend a month in si-
lence — I had to go to bed at 
nine, get up at five (without us-
ing an alarm) and I couldn’t 
talk, use a computer or even 
look people in the eye.

The experience made me 
realize how far I had slipped 
into the thoughtlessness of a 
busy life. Intellectually, I had 
been busy with papers and 
readings. My time was filled 
with rehearsals and class.

But when I stopped talk-
ing, shut off my computer 

and started listening to my 
thoughts, I realized that they 
were insistent and contradic-
tory, shallow and profound.

I based my social life on 
prestige rather than real pref-
erence. I mistook superficial 
affinities — “Wow, you’re Vi-
ennese? We’re gonna be best 
friends!” — for common val-
ues.

I went to parties I didn’t en-
joy to maintain contacts that 
were only good for getting me 
into the same events I hated. 
It took brutal self-assessment 
to admit the motives behind 
my social life and introspec-
tion to find out what I enjoy 
independently of opinion and 
comfort.

Since my month of silence, 

I’ve spent more Friday nights 
in the Harnwell practice room 
than on the dance floor.

As long as my life was clut-
tered, I didn’t have the time to 
even realize how useless most 
of my endeavors and friend-
ships were. I had been so busy 
with school, contacts and mu-
sic that I hadn’t made time for 
myself.

I justified it by telling myself 
that clubs can go on a resume 
and solitude can’t. It’s hard to 
sit alone in a room and think.

It’s uncomfortable to ques-
tion ourselves and hear our 
own inconstancies, frailties 
and vanities. However, we 
must do so because we are our 
first laboratory and friend.

Discovering our own weak-

nesses and perversities is the 
first step towards tolerating 
the same in others.

Knowing what we value 
is the only way to prioritize 
friends and activities. As Sir 
Francis Bacon said, “It is not 
possible to run a course aright 
when the goal itself has not 
been rightly placed.”

I’m not suggesting you 
should spend a month in si-
lence. But there is no excuse 
for us to lose ourselves in use-
less resume builders (as so 
many activities here are), be-
cause we need not panic over 
our futures. A Penn graduate 
who does well in her classes 
will never starve and will even-
tually find a job. But a Penn 
grad who has never learned to 

reflect on herself is not worthy 
of the name.

Whatever career we choose, 
self-assessment will be cru-
cial to overcoming difficulties 
and roadblocks in our chosen 
paths. A recent opinion piece 
in The New York Times, “The 
Secret Ingredient to Success,” 
attributed brutal self-assess-
ment to the achievement of 
everyone from famous cooks 
to tennis stars to rock stars.

So drop a club, or better 
yet, take a moment to reflect 
while you eat instead of Insta-
graming your sandwich. The 
chances are you aren’t as busy 
as you think. Texts rarely yield 
riveting conversations and we 
all waste more time online 
than we care to admit.

The problem is that these 
both fill those dead moments 
on the way to class when our 
mind might otherwise wander 
and doubt. Stop suppressing 
those questions, those unbid-
den thoughts and give your 
mind a chance.

Shut up and think
THE GADFLY | How I realized that a month of silence can be worth as much as a year on your computer
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XAVIER FLORY is a College 
sophomore from Nokesville, Va. 
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sas.upenn.edu. Follow him 
@FloryXavier. “The Gadfly” 
appears every other monday.

I
magine walking downtown in 
freezing weather to a first-come, 
first-let-in party to learn that 
people would be allowed in (or 
not) by random chance.

Now, replace the party with a promi-
nent school — and the potential for a 
hook-up with the fate of your child’s 
education — and you’ll find yourself in 
the position of the parents who lined 
up outside Penn Alexander School to 
register their pre-kindergarteners for 
next year.

On Jan. 18, Penn Alexander an-
nounced to the parents lined up outisde 
the school on 42nd and Spruce that the 
school would be switching to a lottery 
system to decide admission.

The move invoked ire from the par-
ents, many of whom wish Penn Alex-
ander would expand in order to accept 
everyone in its “catchment zone” — the 
area from which the school draws stu-
dents.

We somewhat agree with their senti-
ments — a lottery system is imprudent. 
But so is a stand-in-line-all-night-so-
your-child-can-maybe-go-here sys-
tem.

It makes little financial or strategic 
sense to expand. Penn already spends 
$1,300 per Penn Alexander student, 
making further expansion rash. That 
approach is also no better than a tem-
porary — and undersized — Band-Aid. 
Just last year, Penn spent over $100,000 
to add another kindergarten class.

Penn Alexander’s teachers and stu-
dents also benefit from relatively small 
class sizes. While a take-all method 

seems idealistic, it’s also impractical.
Our question (and suggestion): why 

not initiate a merit-based admissions 
system?

Private schools already do this. So do 
prestigious public schools like Philly’s 
Masterman and Central. Merit-based 
is fairer than random chance or seeing 
whose parents were able to get off work 
early on Jan. 18.

That said, meritocracy isn’t a perfect 
system. After all, it’s not a simple task 
to determine which 5-year olds are most 
qualified.

But empirically, it has yielded overall 
success, and other countries, like Singa-
pore, start testing kids at even younger 
ages. Furthermore, smarter kids gen-
erally mean a richer academic experi-
ence, the school’s foremost stated goal.

At the end of the day, we don’t believe 
there’s a comparison between merit-
based and less organized approaches. 
Merit-based isn’t flawless, but much like 
Winston Churchill said of democracy, 
it’s the worst system except for all the 
others that have been tried.

However, changing the admissions 
process isn’t the only change required. 
In addition, we believe Penn Alexander’s 
catchment zone should be expanded.

Inadvertently, Penn Alexander has 
predominantly become a school for 
people of affluence.

This is a bit of a self-fulfilling prophe-
cy: Penn Alexander is founded, housing 
prices go up, people flock to the catch-
ment zone, further raising housing costs 
and so on.

We don’t believe this reflects the mis-

sion of a school intended to “serve the 
children of the city,” or one wedged be-
tween Penn’s campus and the rest of 
West Philadelphia. While Penn has pro-
moted gentrification, its goal has never 
been to gentrify a student body.

Combining a wider catchment zone 
with a commitment to meritocracy 
would ensure that Penn Alexander is 
comprised of the most promising young 
minds and that the opportunities Penn 
Alexander provides are opened to more 
disadvantaged children as well.

Further, such a system would benefit 
the surrounding community. As kids 
in the current catchment zone go to 
nearby elementary schools such as Lea 
and Wilson instead, the quality of those 
schools will be raised.

There is a strong correlation between 
the quality of schools and the socio-eco-
nomic backgrounds of those who attend 
them.

Not only will parents who clearly care 
about their children’s education demand 
that Philadelphia improve local schools, 
they will have the means to fund such 
improvements. At the end of the day, all 
nearby schools may benefit.

In advocating for a merit-based sys-
tem, we think most of the Penn com-
munity would prefer to rely on its merit 
rather than random chance and we hope 
Penn Alexander officials will take a bold 
chance and commit to such a system.

Who knows? Maybe they’ll flip a coin 
to decide…

Take a chance
EDITORIAL | Penn Alexander should embrace a merit-based approach over tried methods
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Sunday night, Bodek Lounge 
was briefly transformed into a 
Hindu temple.

The Hindu Student Council 
and Young Jains of America 
held their annual Saraswati 
Puja, benefitting the charity 
Better World Books.

“A prayer ceremony celebrat-
ing the goddess of knowledge 
and learning,” the Saraswati 
Puja is “very important for 
students here,” said College 
and Engineering sophomore 
Devika Mehta, one of the or-
ganizers. The Saraswati Puja 
is meant “to give you blessings 
for your studying endeavors 
for the year.” Saraswati is tra-
ditionallly revered as the water 
deity and represents the purity 
of knowledge and the sacred 
rivers of India.

The event’s importance to 
the Hindu religion was evi-

dent in the large turnout, with 
nearly 100 students arriving 
to sit cross-legged on cloths 
that had been spread across 
the floor.

While some had attended 
the puja annually, others were 
new to the experience.

“I’m not particularly reli-
gious, but I wanted to come see 
what it’s like and get involved,” 
Wharton and Engineering 
sophomore Aditi Verma said.

Winter coats and boots were 
left in a corner of the lounge 
as the attendees socialized in 
socks and rainbow-hued sal-
war kurtas out of respect for 
the sanctity of the ceremony. 
As prayers began, incense 
sticks were lit at a low table 
covered with flowers, a statue 
of Ganesha and a portrait of 
Saraswati. This arrangement, 
College and Wharton junior 
Chaitnya Jayanti explained, 
was “the mantle to which we 
pray for good luck.”

The prayer leader began by 
recounting some of the history 
and symbolism of Saraswati, 
including her swan, which rep-
resents the distinction between 
good and evil. He then recited 

prayers which the attendees 
repeated. Halfway through the 
ceremony, a basket of flowers 
was passed around, and each 
participant held one while re-
citing the pujas to bless them.

Some even put the flowers 
in their textbooks for added 
luck.

“I brought my biomaterials 
book,” Verma said. “I chose 
one of the harder classes.” The 
flowers were then returned to 
the altar as an offering to the 
goddess.

The prayer leader spoke 
both in Sanskrit and in Eng-
lish, advising attendees to be 
“constantly engaged in that 
mental reunion with God” and 
to understand “the abstract 
part of you who always was, 
always is, always will be.” His 
advice was notably applicable 
to students, as he added, “It 
is important that your mind is 
focused...[and] to know what 
we are doing.”

The focus on learning in the 
Saraswati Puja translated to 
a large number of donations 
in support of Better World 
Books, “a corporation that do-
nates old textbooks to literacy 

programs around the world,” 
Mehta said.

Though a donation wasn’t 
necessary for entrance to the 
puja, the organizing groups 
hoped that most participants 

would bring their slightly used 
textbooks for the charity, En-
gineering junior Arushi Goel 
said.

And while Bodek Lounge’s 
transformation only lasted for 

a few hours, the participants 
seemed to be considering the 
prayer leader’s repeated ques-
tion, “What is my purpose?” 
long after the prayer rugs had 
been rolled up.

The lights at the Penn Ha-
ven Housing Cooperative lit 
up the snow on Woodland 
Terrace Friday night, invit-
ing guests inside to a warm 
atmosphere.

The Penn Intentional Com-
munity Network, a group com-
prising both Penn Haven and 
the Happy House — housing 
options that promote inclusion 

and creativity — was hosting 
their first Alternate Spring 
Rush. The network’s members 
consist of people who share 
similar values and choose to 
live “intentionally” together in 
community with each other.

Their Spring Rush was held 
so that the network could 
introduce the concept of in-
tentional living to anyone in-
terested.

One of Penn Haven’s found-
ing members, College junior 
Penny Jennewein, described 
the co-op’s mission as well as 
its ideas on intentional living: 
“There are people who may 
feel isolated while everyone 
else is caught up in the pres-

sure of the Greek system,” 
she said. “We want to create 
a space for people to live in 
a community without feeling 
any pressure, where our worth 
is in who we are.”

She explained from per-
sonal experience how the 
community they provide is 
distinct from other communi-
ties at Penn. Decisions are 
made democratically, not just 
by a single leader, and sexual 
safety is more clearly empha-
sized, she said, than in other 
communities.

With these people-centered 
objectives, the event kicked off 
in a relaxing atmosphere. The 
organizers gave consideration 

to details such as the volume 
of music and the lighting that 
would optimize conversation. 
Food catered from New Delhi 
came in large, covered trays, 
creating anticipation for din-
ner.

People arrived with friends 
or by themselves, and engaged 
in lively conversation with 
each other. Subjects ranged 
from areas of study to food 
preferences to other goings-
on on campus.

Some of the people who at-
tended had some prior experi-
ence with the Penn Intentional 
Network and were interested 
in getting more involved.

College freshman Lillian 

Austin recalled her experi-
ence with the Penn Haven.

“I attended a Thanksgiving 
dinner [hosted] by the Net-
work last fall and enjoyed it,” 
she said. “I like how the group 
creates a different social at-
mosphere that’s welcoming.”

Other people had been 
only vaguely familiar with the 
Network or their activities, 
but attended the event just 
to meet new people and find 
out more.

Those who were already 
residents were excited about 
expanding and meeting the 
newcomers.

As Engineering sophomore 
Lauren Ballester, one of the 

event’s organizers, explained, 
“We want this to be a complete-
ly open party where everyone 
feels like being themselves is 
valuable, and we hope to be 
able spend some time getting 
to know new people.”

The evening progressed 
with warm conversation as 
all attendees got a real sense 
of just what living in the com-
munity would be like.

College freshman Clara 
Hendrickson, who had helped 
put on the event, summed up 
their intentions briefly.

“We are not interested in 
building social structures,” 
she said, “but in building hu-
man relationships.”

Penn Intententional 
Community Network 
hosts first Alternate 
Spring Rush event
BY MARCUS PAN
Contributing Writer

Hindu ceremony bestows blessings for studies in new year
The Hindu Student 
Council and Young 
Jains of America held 
annual Saraswati Puja
BY BRENDA WANG
Contributing Writer

Paving alternate route to new social scene

Akiff Premjee/Staff Photographer 

Engineering and Wharton senior Sandeep Chalam sits in reflection at last night’s Saraswati Puja ceremony at houston hall. 
The ceremony, held in honor of the hindu deity Saraswati, gives students blessings for their studies through the year.  

     Complete with cross-dressing, talking burritos and jokes about Pittsburgh, Mask 
& Wig’s latest show, “Beautopia: A Face Odyssey,” hit the stage last Friday. The 
performance marked the group’s 125th opening night and the show will continue at 
their clubhouse almost every weekend through early April.
     The performance features a city divided by its residents’ attractiveness as well 
as the struggle between a delivery boy and an evil, yet strikingly attractive, dictator.
     During one scene, the dictator says that “loving me is an objective truth,” but it 
seemed that really, loving Mask & Wig itself was the objective truth of the evening. 
Audience members spoke highly of the performance, and encouraged others to see 
it before the troupe leaves on tour across the country.

MASK & WIG: LAUGHING THROUGH THE YEARS
“Their sense of community and history is
astounding … The rotating set in this show is
so creative. Sitting and watching them perform
makes me reflect upon what I’ve 
accomplished — I’m stunned at their talent.”
          — College freshman Michelle Riband,
               M&W groupie

“We focused on publicising the show outside
of Penn’s campus, through SEPTA ads and
word of mouth. Once people see a show they
usually come back.”
            — College junior Noah Goldstein,
                business manager

“This is my 56th Mask & Wig
opening night. I’ve never missed 
one, and never plan to.”
— 1962 School of Design 
     graduate Steve Goff, 
     M&W alum

“Each night [of the show] is unique … 
It becomes progressively more a part of 
us. Mask & Wig is so much bigger than 
each of us.”
— College freshman Jimmy Lengyel,
     M&W cast member

“The show featured a lot of different musical
styles. There wasn’t a single mistake, but as
we perform more, we’ll become more relaxed
and more natural.”
                — College freshman Zach Shen,
                      performer in M&W band

“It’s like they took the word ‘moist’ and
turned it into a city.”
             — Quote from performance by
                   character Sophie, played by
                   College senior Derrick High

“I’m so proud of the level of professionalism and
commitment, and [the show] will only get tighter
as it goes along. The performers had never heard
a laugh until tonight, so now there will be no dead
air.”
            — 2000 College graduate Joshua Slatko,
                 show producer

Graphic by Suzette Wanninkhof and Hailey Edelstein

The spectators, though, 
were possibly even more ex-
cited about the baking than 
the competitors.

“Hands down,” College 
sophomore and PGC mem-
ber Emma Biegacki said, “the 

‘guayaba y queso’ [guava and 
cheese] cupcakes were the 
best. They were really unique, 
complex and well-made.”

But in the end, the two 
representatives from Sugar 
Philly declared their favor-
ites and ultimately the best 
dessert.

With a lot of constructive 
criticism and a bit of praise, 
the pomegranate s’mores, 
Russian chocolate potato and 
Oreo cheesecake were named 
the top three. The Russian 
chocolate potato reigned su-
preme and gained the chance 

of being featured in a Sugar 
Philly food truck.

However, the fan favorites 
differed from those of the 
judges. After the fan votes 
were counted, the pop-tarts 
on a stick were crowned as 
the fan favorite.

“The pop-tarts tasted really 
good and were also super easy 
to eat,” Engineering freshman 
Steffi Maiman said.

“This is the first Penn Gas-
tronomy event that I’ve been 
to, but how was I going to pass 
up the opportunity for free 
food?” she added.

‘Chocolate 
potato’ took 
top prize
SUGAR from page 5

34st.com/music
(all the cool kids are listening.)
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After finishing second at the 
Armory in New York two weeks 
ago, the Penn men’s track team 
returned Friday to pick up 
where it left off.

With its most recent perfor-
mance over the weekend, the 
team has achieved top-two 
finishes in three consecutive 
meets, with victories coming in 
its last two events.

The men’s team has domi-
nated the early part of the 2013 
indoor track and field season.

“It’s always fun to win the 
event,” coach Steve Dolan said.

Behind first-place finishes 
by Semi Ibikunle, Kirk Webb, 
Tim Carey and Thomas Pitt, the 
Quakers scored 164 to beat out 
eight other teams comfortably. 
Army finished second with 139 
points.

Webb and Ibikunle finished 
with their first collegiate victo-
ries in the 800 meters and long 
jump, respectively.

“It feels great to win, after 

such a long time (since senior 
year in high school),” sopho-
more Ibikunle said. “I wasn’t 
expecting it so it was definitely 
a nice surprise.”

Ibikunle’s leap of 6.48 meters 
on his fourth try catapulted him 
to first place in the meet.

“For the season we’re trying 
to build up how fast people run, 
how far they throw – we’re just 
building performances,” Dolan 
said.

Their work has been apparent 
thus far, and multiple athletes 
are seeing great returns from 
their effort and dedication.

Just .59 tenths of a second was 
the difference between the fin-
ishes of two Penn teammates, 
freshman Webb and senior Matt 
Chylak. Webb finished the first 
heat with a time of 1:56.18, with 
Chylak clocking in at 1:56.77 in 
the second heat.

Pitt also beat out a teammate 
for his first-place finish, winning 
the high jump by clearing the 

two  meter mark on his first try 
— the only competitor to do so. 
Junior Nate Harriger finished 
second.

“The team has been compet-
ing quite well,” Dolan said. “It’s 
good that we are having overall 
team success, but I think more 
importantly it’s good that we 
are seeing increases in individ-
ual performances from week 
to week.”

Other top-three finishes in-
cluded Mason Smith and Ever-
ett Hateley in the 60 meter dash, 
Thomas Awad in the 3000 meter 
run, Michael Brown in the 60 
meter hurdles, Nick Straughn 
in the triple jump, and Jake 
Brenza in the shot put.

This combination of strong 
performances across the board 
resulted in the overall victory.

“Continued hard work and 
training, and doing everything 
we can to make sure the ath-
letes remain healthy,” Dolan 
said. “It’s a long season, so 
consistent hard work will be 
key to our success during the 
season.”

The team will next be at Penn 
State University for the Sykes 
Sabock Cup on Saturday.

Track builds on its momentum, wins in NYC
Track & Field | Penn’s men continue to 
dominate in the early weeks of 2013 at Armory
BY ike OnyeadOr
Staff Writer

to do it that week… As far 
as traveling, it’s sort of less 
desirable to travel because 
usually we’d only send one 
person, so you have to do the 
full game, which is exhaust-
ing.

DP:  Everyone wants to 
know … What’s it like being 
in that suit for two hours at 
a time?

TQ: Awful. It’s terrible. So 
hot, it’s miserable. The walk 
back to the locker room after 
you’ve been in the suit for an 
hour and a half, two hours, 
there’s always 25, 30 people 
who want to take your pic-

ture and you want nothing 
more than to just get out of 
there.

But you have to stop, take 
pictures and smile with them, 
and it’s fun, but at the same 
time, you’re dripping sweat, 
you smell terrible. Overall, 
it’s a fun experience.

DP: What’s been your fa-
vorite moment as the Quaker 
so far?

TQ: Probably leading the 
football team out onto the 
field at Homecoming versus 
Princeton. 

It was the first time I ran 
the f lag out, and it was at 
Homecoming, so I was re-
ally nervous, but it worked 
out pretty well. Very difficult 
to carry the f lag. It looks 
simple, but it’s a really tough 
process. 

So I was glad that I didn’t 
fall, have my head come off, 
or anything like that.

DP: Going off that, what 
was your most embarrassing 
moment in the suit?

TQ: Easily when Miles 
Cartwright was running for 
a ball and I was standing on 
the sidelines, on NBC, na-
tional TV and he kind of runs 
into me accidentally and gets 
up under my head and it flies 
off into the stands. And I’m 
there, headless, just chilling 
in the suit on the sidelines. 

[Cartwright] kind of cov-
ered me up and made sure 
that he didn’t leave until 
somebody got my helmet so 
nobody could see me, so that 
was pretty nice of him.

DP: Protecting your secret 
identity?

TQ: Yeah, Miles is a good 
guy.

DP: Last question — do 
you smile for pictures?

TQ: Yes. I always smile un-
der the suit!

QUaker from page 8

Two hours 
in suit is fun, 
exhausting

are that good as a team.”
On Sunday, the Quakers 

returned to the Palestra 
and demonstrated their 
class with a 23-10 victory 
over Eastern Intercolle-
giate Wrestling Association 
(EIWA) rival Bucknell. 

Their performance also 
had implications for the 
NCAA Championships, as 
freshman Casey Kent (165) 
stepped up against No. 9 
Corey Lear to produce one 

of the most valuable wins of 
his short career. After being 
defeated the day before by 
three time national cham-
pion and No. 1 Kyle Dake of 
Cornell, this was a crucial 
victory on the road to the 
NCAAs.

“I definitely think it im-
proves my confidence going 
forward to the rest of the 
season,” Kent said. “I am 
ready for it to come. I think 
I’ve got to do some work to 
get there, get in a little better 
condition, work harder and I 
should be ready.”

The victory over Bucknell 
was especially pleasing for 
Eiter as his team wrestled 
through its weightclasses, 
not giving the Bison an easy 
point and winning seven out 
of its 10 contests.

“That’s what we stressed 
in our meeting. Let’s make 
sure we win and win well. 
Don’t give these guys any-
thing.” Eiter said. “We didn’t 
want to give them too many 
positives to take away and 
scoring as many points as we 
can does that.”

It is crunch time now for 
the Quakers as they face 
four Ivy opponents within 
the next four weeks, followed 
closely by the EIWA and 
NCAA Championships. And 
Eiter knows that if the Red 
and Blue are going to suc-
ceed, they must build on the 
positives they have taken out 
of this weekend’s matches.

“The guys are gaining con-
fidence everyday,” Eiter said. 
“They are in shape and ready 
for the challenges ahead.”

WresTling from page 8

Team takes 
positives 
from results

Alex Neier/DP File Photo

Penn senior Tim Carey finished first in the 500 meter event, coming in a full second ahead of the rest of 
the field for his first win of the season. Overall, the Quakers took first at the Armory over the weekend.

theDP.com/sports
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Complete the grid so each row, column  
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) 
contains every digit 1 to 9.

Skill Level:

�
��
��

��
��

��
��
��
��

��
��

��
��

��
��

��
��

���
��

���������

� � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � �

Create and solve your
Sudoku puzzles for FREE.
Play Sudoku and win prizes at:

prizesudoku.com
The Sudoku Source of “Daily Pennsylvanian”.
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sponsored by:

 Live at 4006 Pine St!
3 BR/2 Bath available for next school year!
Newly Renovated Kitchen for Fall 2013!
Hardwood Floors; Big Yard; Pets Welcome! 

www.apartmentsatpenn.com
215.222.0222

GET 
$150 
PER 
VISIT

GET
$150 
PER 
VISIT

GET
$150 
PER 
VISIT
SEEKING HEALTHY 
COLLEGE EDUCATED 
MALES AGE 18-39

Registration for 2013 summer housing is now open. Are 
you a current undergrad or graduate student? Taking 
summer session courses? Interning in Philadelphia? If 
you answered yes to any, look no further!

Apply online now at destinationpenn.com

Live At PENN!SUDOKU 
PUZZLE

Hospitality Services

1BR APARTMENT. 3400
Sansom St., across Penn
Law. Call John at Avril 50,
215-222-6108 or avril.fi fty@
verizon.net

4612 BALTIMORE AVE.
2nd fl oor, rear. 1BR, large
kitchen & L/R. Recently reno-
vated. Available 3/1.
$800/month, including hot/
cold water and heat, nego-
tiable. 267-872-5154.

4614 BALTIMORE AVE. 1st
fl oor, rear B. 1BR, front yard.
Price negotiable. Available
5/1. 267-872-5154.

4614 BALTIMORE AVE. 3rd
fl oor. Very large 3BR, two
full bathrooms, balcony,
large L/R, eat-in kitchen, A/C
$1,600/month, including hot
water and heat. Available
5/1. 267-872-5154.

503 S. 42ND Street. Victo-
rian house, very large
rooms. University students
preferred. 8BR, 3.5BTH, ceil-
ing fans, W/W carpet, stor-
age room, W/D, backyard,
porch. Finished basement, 2
kitchens, 2 refrigerators.
Alarm system. Available 5/1.
Price negotiable. 267-872-
5154.

FIND HOUSING RENTALS
at www.sublet.com. Short or
Long Term. Furnished and
unfurnished. Advertise Avail-
able Rentals Free. www.
sublet.com UNIVERSITY CITY, 39TH &

Pine. 3BR apartment avail-
able 6/1. Central air, laundry.
$2,000/month. Please call
215-387-4137 x100. 

PENN OFF-CAMPUS Apart-
ments. Reserve yours today
@ www.BergerProperties.org 
215-771-1036.

UNIVERSITY CITY, 44TH &
Spruce vicinity. Large bi-
level 4BR apartment. Avail-
able 6/1. $2,000/month.
Hardwood fl oors, laundry,
parking. Please call 215-387-
4137 x100. 

TUTORING OUR CHIL-
dren. 11 and 9, home-
schooled. Preferably a.m.,
fl exible. kaustia@wharton.
upenn.edu

PSYCHIC SELF-DEFENSE:
a third option in case fi ght
/fl ight isn’t one. 1-800-564-
4096

LIGHT-SOUND INTERVEN-
tion for pain and sleep. Re-
search project seeking partic-
ipants 21 years or older hav-
ing non-cancer related pain
and diffi culty sleeping. Con-
tact 206-296-2556, tanghs@
nursing.upenn.edu for
more information.

 FORRENT  INSTRUCTION HELPWANTED FORRENT  WANTED
PHYSICS LAB AIDE Work-
Study or Part-time. Under-
graduate Physics labs. Lab
equipment setups and main-
tenance. Please send re-
sume to slogoff@physics.
upenn.edu, H.Slogoff 3N11
DRL.

 HELPWANTED FORRENT

Classifiedads www.theDP.com/classifieds  (215) 898-6581 

DID YOU KNOW?
Penn students get
FREE classifi ed ads!

theDP.com/classifi edsinfo

Got a
news tip?

Email
newstip@theDP.com

ACROSS

 1 Irish girls

 7 Yacht, e.g.

11 Thérèse, for one: 
Abbr.

14 The ___ State 
(New York)

15 Roof extension

16 Rite ___ 
(drugstore)

17 Yesterday’s joe

19 331/3 r.p.m. 
discs

20 Cocktail with an 
umbrella

21 Popular PBS 
pledge drive 
giveaway

22 Quick punches

24 Scouring pad 
material

28 Enthusiastic 
response to 
“Who wants 
cookies?”

29 Banned 
insecticide

31 Credits over 
newspaper 
stories

32 Cake: Fr.

34 Regions

35 Bonus for 
showing panache

38 Not a dry eye in 
the ___

39 Cosa ___

42 Protections for 
inventors

45 They’re worth 
half of TDs

46 Floor cover

47 What Jackie 
Robinson did, 
famously, in the 
first game of 
the 1955 World 
Series

49 Feeling, slangily

50 Concert stage 
equipment

51 Had an in-flight 
wedding?

54 Captain’s journal

55 Informant

60 East Lansing sch.

61 Unfreeze

62 Savanna grazers

63 RR stop

64 Big laughs

65 Snapple rival

DOWN

 1 “___ Misérables”

 2 Tsp. or tbsp.

 3 Automated 
in-box cloggers

 4 Fictional weaver 
___ Marner

 5 “… ___ saw 
Elba”

 6 Splinter group

 7 Prove suitable for

 8 Galoot

 9 “___ Maria”

10 Golf ball raiser

11 Swinging-door 
establishment

12 Walk very, very 
quietly

13 1950s Ford duds

18 Brewing oven

21 Dances à la 
Chubby Checker, 
say

22 Lively Irish dance

23 Nabokov novel

25 Spain’s longest 
river

26 Scrutinizing

27 South American 
plains

29 The beginning

30 Minnesota city 
that shares a 
harbor with 
Superior, Wis.

33 Barrymore and 
Kennedy

34 Galoot

36 Place to fill up in 
Canada

37 Loudly critical

40 Massage

41 Ice, Iron or 
Bronze follower

42 Source of “The 
Lord is my 
shepherd …”

43 No more than

44 1986 Tom Cruise 
blockbuster

45 Tumbled

48 Cat calls

49 “What happens 
in ___ …”

52 Tournament that 
takes all comers

53 Heap

55 Filthy digs

56 Wed. follower

57 Acorn bearer

58 Keats dedicated 
one to a 
nightingale

59 Secretive org.
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 1 Giving a wide 
berth

16 What an 
environmentalist 
wants to reduce

17 “My mistake”

18 What 
instrumentalists 
often change

19 7-Down’s goals, 
briefly

20 Set up: Abbr.

21 She, in Lisbon

22 “According to 
old wisdom …”

34 Something 
passed on the 
way to court?

35 Singer of the 
2010 #1 hit 
“Rude Boy”

36 Post-winter 
breakup

37 Anguished

38 Like a bugbear

40 End a split

41 Its first C.E.O. 
was the W.W. I 
hero Eddie 
Rickenbacker

43 Big check-
printing co.

44 Not flee

48 “___ true”

49 Car ad fig.

53 FEMA mission

57 One whose goal 
is changing 
shape?

58 Info on a 
medical history 
form

DOWN

 1 Med., e.g.

 2 Unpleasant 
thing to be 
taken to

 3 “Broadway’s in 
Fashion” artist

 4 Owner of Bill 
Me Later

 5 Running back 
Dayne and 
others

 6 Birthplace of 
Rex Stout and 
Kurt Vonnegut: 
Abbr.

 7 Bears, e.g.

 8 Substantial

 9 Pirate

10 It’s often 11 in. 
long

11 French-derived 
word with two 
accents

12 Fly balls, e.g.

13 “Hud” director

14 Going along the 
line, briefly?

15 1-800-SEND ___ 
(apropos corp. 
number)

22 Brook

23 Vertebral column 
parts

24 Almonds and 
pistachios

25 Afghan province 
or its capital

26 Radiate

27 Less likely to 
crack

28 Pyrotechnics 
compound

29 One present in 
spirit?

30 Adorned, on 
menus

31 Odds opener

32 Maternally 
related

33 Is enough for

39 Common cold 
case reviver

40 Comeback

42 Fan

44 Set on the 
Saône?

45 On deck, say

46 Lloyd in the 
College Football 
Hall of Fame

47 Ending with 
fluor-

49 Trailer-approving 
grp.

50 Meat sticker

51 Pasta ___ 
(Quaker brand)

52 Before: Abbr.

53 Place for a 
trophy case

54 “___ true”

55 Surfer’s address

56 30% of dieci
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Look up ‘versatile’ in the 
dictionary and you will find a 
picture of Colleen Fehm.

F o r  t h e  s o p h o m o r e , 
squash is only one of her 
many talents.

I n h ig h school ,  Fehm 
balanced squash and pole 
vaulting, but had to choose 
between them when she got 
to college. While this might 
seem like a tough decision 
for a wel l -accompl ished 
squash player and state-
champion pole vaulter, Fe-
hm’s mind was set.

In fact, Fehm didn’t even 
let her father’s legacy as a 
track and field team mem-
ber at Princeton inf luence 
her decision.

“We actually did the same 
events,” she said. “[The] 
high jump, triple jump, pole 
vault and javelin — and tech-
nically I did just as good as 
he did. I’m just much more 
passionate about squash.”

Though more than happy 
with her decision, Fehm does 

miss her days of pole vault-
ing every now and then.

“I remember last year as it 
was becoming spring and we 
were still training for squash 
— that smell of spring I as-
sociate with getting out the 
mats and practicing pole 
vault again,” Fehm said.

Unfortunately for Fehm, 
spring is still a while away.

Nonetheless, the Philadel-
phia native and her team-
mates seem to be enjoying 
the wintertime as they par-
ticipate in festive seasonal 
activities.

“We had a secret Santa 
dinner, back around Christ-
mas,” Fehm said.

Since squash teams are 
typically small, it is not sur-
prising that the girls have 
really gotten to know one 
another.

“There are only 16 of us, 
which is kind of big for a 
squash team,” Fehm said. 
“But we always hang out, we 
have team dinners the night 
before matches [and] we all 
of course know each other 
really well.”

Judg i ng f r om Feh m’s 
endless smile while speak-
ing about her teammates, 
it’s clear how close-knit this 
team is.

“We think of ourselves 

as a little family,” she said. 
“I love it. I actually don’t 
think I know what I would 
do with myself if I didn’t play 
squash.”

Fehm claims she would be 
lost without squash, which is 
rather hard to believe since 
she currently is a Biology 
major on the pre-med path.

“People always ask me 
how pre-med is going, and 
I say it’s going, I’m trying,” 
she said.

Even more impressively, 
she also plays squash in an 
adult league at the German-
town Country Club.

“I play in a league that 
usually consists of older 
men between the ages of 40 
and 70,” Fehm said. “There 
are some women that play as 
well, but it is probably about 
75 percent men.”

The league is called The 
Czar League, but prev i-
ously went by the title of the 
Century League — the joke 
being that each pair of play-
ers’ ages typically adds up 
to 100.

Don’t be misled by the 
name, though. Fehm ex-
plained that professionals 
from different clubs also of-
ten compete in the league.

“You can actually get a lot 
out of it, you really do learn 

a lot, and I love doubles,” 
Fehm said. “In doubles it’s 
much more carefree. There 
is something different about 
it, you can laugh on the court, 
it’s much more social.”

Playing with these profes-
sionals is a great opportuni-
ty for Fehm, who thinks that 
the learning and improve-
ment process is what makes 
squash unique.

“I think [that] what I like 
about squash is that you 
have to work at it ,” Fehm 
said. “In some of the field 
events you can just come on 
to the event and do pretty 
well, but squash you have 
to train for years and years 
and years.”

Luckily for Fehm, being 
just a sophomore means 
she still has more than two 
years ahead of her. But she 
is not looking too far ahead 
just yet. 

For now, Fehm is focused 
on her team’s upcoming 
match with Princeton on 
Wednesday.

“We are definitely all in 
that mindset that we can 
win,” Fehm said. “With the 
hard training we have been 
doing and with our coach 
definitely in that mindset, 
we are looking forward to 
it.”

Penn gymnastics had a 
strong showing in its dual 
meet against Yale on Sun-
day.

The Red and Blue beat 
their team score from last 
weekend and achieved a new 
season high of 191.525. With 
only one fall on the balance 
beam, the women are be-
coming stronger and more 
consistent.

It was the seniors that 

stood out as the Quakers 
took on the Bulldogs, but the 
real achievement against the 
Elis was the success of the 
freshmen.

Freshman Carissa Lim 
led the team on the vault and 
floor, scoring a 9.475 and 9.450 
respectively to kickstart the 
success to come on these 
events for the Quakers.

Pennsylvania native and 
freshman Elyse Shenberger 
also performed well. Out of 
the three events she compet-
ed in, she scored two career-
highs on the vault and floor 
with a 9.600 and a 9.525 re-
spectively and placed third 
on the beam with a 9.675.

The upperclassmen also 

pulled their weight as the more 
experienced collegiate compet-
itors. Two seniors, in particu-
lar, had a very strong day: Dana 
Bonincontri and team captain 
Kirsten Strausbaugh.

Bonincontri took the all-
around with a 38.850 and 
placed f irst on the beam, 
u neven ba r s  a nd v au lt . 
Strausbaugh came in a close 
second with a 38.200, includ-
ing a win on the uneven bars 
and floor.

The team seems set on 
the track for cont inuous 
improvement and looks to 
showcase it in Muncie, Ind., 
this Friday.

 — alexis Ziebelman

spite not having junior Fran 
Dougherty. That’s a Butler 
squad that Temple and St. Jo-
seph’s couldn’t handle either.

Speaking of the Hawks, 
St. Joe’s is a force in its own 
right. While a 20-point loss 
never looks good for Penn, 
Phil Martelli’s squad has 
proven this year that it is 
better than Ivy League com-
petition, beating Harvard 
and Yale by 19 and 26 points 
respectively.

Against Temple, the Quak-
ers played quality basketball 
for most of the night, and if it 
weren’t for a chance three-
ball from the Owls’ Khalif Wy-
att and Penn’s poor defensive 
rebounding down the stretch, 
the Red and Blue could have 
easily won that game.

And Temple’s no pushover 

either. The Owls also beat 
then No. 3 Syracuse, and 
three of their six losses have 
come at the hands of top-10 
opponents.

Now, that’s not to absolve 
the Quakers of all their is-
sues. Losing against Wagner 
and Lafayette is inexcusable, 
and Penn’s lack of heart 
against Princeton was dis-
concerting.

They still lack the ability 
to close out games, and their 
lack of size and deficiency at 
the point will be their undo-
ing.

But, remember too, that 
eight of the last 10 games 
have been played without 
Dougherty, and the argument 
could be made that, had he 
been in the lineup, Butler 
and Temple could have been 
wins, as well as Wagner and 
Lafayette.

The collegiate season 
watches teams rise and fall 
almost on a weekly basis. 
If the Quakers can learn 
anything from La Salle and 
Villanova, it is that a team is 
as good as its last big win, and 
once the momentum gets go-
ing, it’s hard to stop.

Penn wasn’t that far away 
from having a respectable 
non-conference record, and 
the young squad has learned 
how to play together for long 
stretches. In addition, they’ll 
get Dougherty back just in 
time for the remainder of the 
Ivy schedule.

Ultimately, it doesn’t mat-
ter that the Quakers didn’t 
win a game in the Big 5. To 
coach Allen’s credit, he has 
his squad understanding that 
it’s all about the Ivy League.

No, Penn is not on Temple’s 
level, nor Villanova’s. But the 
Quakers are capable of play-
ing every team in the Ancient 
Eight close, and they have the 
experience they’ve gained in 
the non-conference to thank 
for that.

Now, the Quakers face two 
straight home Ivy weekends 
against mid-to-low level com-
petition in conference. Win 
those four games, and Penn 
would hear applause rather 
than laughter.

JOhN PhilliPS is a junior english 
major from Philadelphia. he can 
be reached at dpsports@theDP.
com.

PhilliPs from page 8

Penn could 
keep up, even 
without Doc

Daily Pennsylvanian: 
What were you looking for in 
a school during your college 
search and the recruiting 
process?

Matt Howard: I was al-
ways look ing for a good 
balance between good aca-
demics and a good basketball 
program, and I found that 
[in] Penn.

DP: Why, among all of the 
schools that you looked at, 
did you choose Penn?

Howard: I had the best re-
lationship with the coaches, 
and it was probably my best 
visit that I went on too.

DP: Do you have any con-
nections to Philadelphia that 
drew you to a city?

Howard: My great-aunt 
used to live there … I have a 

grandparent in New York, so 
I passed through Philly a lot 
on my way there.

DP: From what I’ve read 
obviously you’re doing pretty 
well on the basketball court, 
but you also have to [be] very 
successful in the classroom 
to be able to come to Penn. Is 
it a challenge to balance your 
commitments to academics 
and basketball?

Howard:  Yeah, al l the 
time, because when I’m tired 
from basketball I have to 
study for a test or something 
like that, but I think I have a 
pretty good balance between 
the two.

DP: What are some of your 
favorite honors courses that 
you’ve taken?

Howard: BC Calculus and 
AP Physics are probably my 
favorite courses right now.

DP: To talk about basket-
ball now, tell me a little bit 
about your senior season 
with A.C. Flora this year. 
Have you been pleased with 
the way the year’s gone and 
how you’re playing?

Howard: Yeah, I’m pretty 
pleased with how I’m play-
ing right now. I’d like to have 
a few more wins — I think 
we’re 12-8 or something like 
that. But so far, this is my 
best season by far.

DP: What are you hoping 
to improve upon even further 
as you prepare to play at the 
college level?

Howard: Just staying ag-
gressive, my three-point 
shooting and being aggres-
sive on the defensive end.

DP: I saw a clip of a game-
winning shot you had against 
Hillcrest back at the Chick-
fil-A Classic in December. I 
was wondering if you could 
take me through that play 
and what your thinking was, 
if you can remember it.

Howard:  On that play, 
there was like seven sec-
onds left, so once I got it out 
of bounds, I just thought to 
get it down the court as quick 
as I could and then once I got 
it down the court I thought 
I’d do a fadeaway because 
I know nobody could block 
that. And it went in.

M. hOOPs from page 8

Howard has 
confidence 
in jump shot

Squash player Fehm is an all-around athlete
W. sQUash | Pole 
vaulting is just one 
of many extra talents 
that Fehm possesses
BY krisTi edlesOn
Staff Writer

gyMnasTics      

Dual meet 
success vs. Yale 
in New Haven  

BRIEF

ellen Frierson/DP File Photo

When sophomore Colleen Fehm arrived at college, she chose squash 
over pole vaulting and hasn’t looked back since.

Abby Graham/Staff Photographer
Penn senior dana Bonincontri finished first on the vault, bars and beam to take first place at this weekend’s 
dual meet against Yale, marking her second consecutive all-around victory of the season.
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Highlight reels show that Matt Howard can 
finish at the rim with an emphatic dunk. But 
according to ESPN, his offensive prowess truly 
lies in his well-developed mid-range game and 
disciplined decision-making. Perhaps his high 
basketball I.Q. should come as no surprise for a 
player with multiple AP courses under his belt.

Howard’s combination of athleticism, scoring 
ability and basketball intelligence attracted 
offers from Stanford and Virginia Tech, but he 
ultimately chose to become a Penn Quaker. A 
day after a 84-58 blowout of Chapin High School 
by Howard and his team, I caught up with him 
to discuss his decision to commit to Penn, jug-
gling school and basketball and highlights from 
his senior season.

When it comes to matchups 
against top schools, it is some-
times a question of belief.

For the 24th-ranked Penn 
wrestling team, who on Satur-
day in Ithaca, N.Y., suffered their 
11th defeat to No. 8 Cornell in a 
row, the prestige of their higher-
ranked rivals mattered.

“In the wrestling world there’s 
a handful of teams that have that 
aura about them,” coach Rob Ei-
ter said. “You don’t wrestle the 
guy in front of you, you wrestle 
the big ‘C’ [Cornell] on their 
chest or the big I [Iowa] and you 
get a little intimidated.”

The 24-9 score line was de-
ceptive as the Quakers pushed 
their opponents all the way, los-
ing two bouts in overtime. Se-
nior wrestlers Mark Rappo (125 
pounds) and Troy Hernandez 
at (157) were both defeated on 
tiebreakers.

No. 11 C.J. Cobb (141) also pro-

duced his most impressive win 
of the season against No. 6 Mike 
Nevinger, a returning All-Amer-
ican. For Cobb, the fact that it 
came against the Big Red meant 
more than anything.

“Before the season even 
started, one of the things I would 
think about was wrestling Cor-

nell because it’s a big match,” 
Cobb said. “They’re a big team 
and there is a lot of pressure. I 
was really nervous before the 
match, more nervous than I 
have ever been.”

With the pressure of ferocious 
home support and the hopes of 
the team resting on him, Cobb 

produced what he called “the big-
gest win of [his] career”.

“[The] positives are that we 
are very very close [to the top 
teams],” Eiter said. “I think the 
guys are slowly but surely realiz-
ing that they are that good — and 

W
ith the non-conference schedule over 
for the Quakers, it’s easy to look at 
their Ivy League chances and laugh.

Another 0-fer in the Big 5, embar-
rassing losses to Wagner and Lafayette and just 
one win in the last 10 games — an awfully close 
one against NJIT — seem to have all but doomed 
Penn to a year of mediocrity.

But what if the Quakers aren’t as bad as they 
seem?

Last week, Philly hoops destroyed numerous 
highly ranked foes. La Salle took down No. 9 Butler 
and No. 19 VCU, two powerhouses of the rebuilt At-
lantic 10, while Villanova defeated two top-ranked 
foes in Syracuse and Louisville.

All of a sudden, ESPN’s bracketologist Joe 
Lunardi has two, possibly three teams from 
the Philly area going dancing if the tournament 
started today, with Villanova and Temple in and 
LaSalle working its way there.

When Penn took on ‘Nova at the Palestra on 
Dec. 8 and fell by 13 points, the loss didn’t look 
great, as the Wildcats found themselves in a sup-
posed rebuilding stage.

Sure, Villanova didn’t have sophomore Dar-
run Hilliard, who notched 25 points and seven 
rebounds against No. 3 Syracuse on Saturday, but 
that’s still a game that is an acceptable one for the 
Quakers to lose by that margin.

The Red and Blue fought against Butler in In-
dianapolis, and hung around late in the contest de-

Behind the mask of the Penn Quaker

We sat down with everyone’s fa-
vorite mascot (under the condition of 
anonymity, of course), the Quaker, to 
get to know one of the men behind the 
comically oversized mask.

Daily Pennsylvanian: So, how ex-
actly does one go about becoming a 
mascot?

The Quaker: The best way for new 
people is, in the beginning of the year, 
we’ll go around at the Student Activities 
Fair and the freshman picnic at Frank-

lin Field, taking pictures with people 
and we sort of gauge their personality 
as we interact with them. 

If they’re good, we have someone else 
quietly hand them a flyer for tryouts. 
But sometimes they just get handed 
down through friends.

DP: What’s the tryout process like?
TQ: It depends on the person. We 

usually have them get in the suit, walk 
around, see how they are, give us a 
dance, see how they interact with us 
[and] how they can get used to walking 
in [the suit]. It’s a very awkward thing 
to be in. You know, you’re larger than 
life, you see out of the mouth, it’s a very 
difficult process. 

So if a person looks like they can get 
the hang of it, great. If not, then it’s un-
fortunate for them.

DP: So how many people do you usu-
ally have trying out to become the Quak-
er, and after you have your cutdowns, 
where do you go from there?

TQ: It depends on the year. Typi-
cally, we have a pretty small number 
try out … We have relatively few people 
because we’re pretty selective about 
inviting people to try out. It’s not like we 
have a giant sign that says: “Try out to 
be the Quaker!”

DP: Once you’re chosen, how do you 
work out who works what games and 
goes on road trips and such?

TQ: Usually, it’s whoever’s avail-
able. Certain games are bigger, like the 
Princeton football game … Usually it’s 
just whoever’s free or whoever wants 

Q&a | The Penn mascot 
gives the DP the scoop on 
the ins and outs of the job
BY ian Wenik
Sports editor

Strength of the Big 5 shows you can’t write off Penn just yet

JOhn PhilliPs

Andrew McGrath/Staff Photographer

Junior guard Miles Cartwright has been relied upon to carry the Quakers in fellow junior forward Fran Dougherty’s absence, posting 21 points on 6-for-14 shooting and six 
rebounds at Temple Wednesday night. Cartwright may be picking up momentum at the right time as Penn prepares for the bulk of its ivy conference slate.

Ceaphas Stubbs/Staff Photographer

Being the Quaker is not as easy as it looks. The suit is uncomfortably hot 
and difficult to move in, but the experience is enjoyable.

See PhilliPs PAGe 7

Big Red aura overwhelms Quakers
WresTling | After 
24-9 loss to Cornell, 
Penn rebounds with 
victory over Bucknell
BY JOe sykes
Staff Writer

Ceaphas Stubbs/Staff Photographer 

Penn sophomore C.J. Cobb led the way for the Quakers this weekend, defeating both All-American Mike Nevinger 
of Cornell, 7-3, on Saturday and Bucknell’s Derrik russell in a 14-5 major decision on Sunday.

Q&A: Hoops 
recruit fuses 
skill, smarts

See WresTling PAGe 6

M. hOOPs | 2013 recruit Matt 
Howard turned down an offer from 
Stanford to commit to the Quakers
BY kenny kasPer
Senior Staff Writer
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